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‘UGC panel for cancellation of final-year exams’

In view of the countrywide surge in Covid-19 infec ons , exams of even
final- year students in higher educa onal ins tu ons, scheduled to be held
in July, are likely to be cancelled and commencement of the new academic
session deferred to October, government sources said on Wednesday.

The pending CBSE exams, which were scheduled to be held between July 1
and July 15, are also likely to be cancelled. The decision is expected on
Thursday when the Supreme Court hears the issue, sources said, adding that
engineering and medical entrance tests like JEE (Main) and NEET-UG are
also to be postponed.

Reviewing the prevailing situa on due to the Covid-19 pandemic on
Wednesday, the UGC’s panel of experts, headed by Haryana University Vice-
Chancellor RC Kuhad, recommended cancella on of the final-year
examinations in universities.

“An expert panel has observed that the final examina ons cannot be held in
July as scheduled due to the risk of exposure to lakhs of students.The new
guidelines are likely to be issued in a couple of days,” said a senior UGC
official. The UGC will announce the guidelines a er ge ng approval from
the HRD ministry. HRD minister Ramesh Pokhriyal tweeted, “I have advised
UGC to revisit the guidelines issued earlier for intermediate and terminal
semester examina ons and academic calendar. The founda on for revisited
guidelines shall be health and safety (of) students, teachers and staff.”

As per the new suggested guidelines, final-year students will now be
evaluated based on the previous semester examina ons and internal
assessments, sources in MHRD said.

http://www.ion-education.com/ionems/
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The April 29 guidelines for assessment of final-year students had suggested
universi es to conduct examina ons in offline or online mode, while it was
recommended that first and second-year students be promoted on the basis
of internal evalua on and performance in the previous semester/year.
However, it also recommended that in case a student was not sa sfied,
he/she will be allowed an improvement opportunity when the situa on
normalises. The final-year exams were scheduled between July 1 and July
31.

“There have been representa ons from teachers and students raising
concerns over conduc ng exams in the present situa on and universi es
too have communicated their inability to conduct exams in the prevailing
situation,” said an official of the ministry.

As per the earlier UGC guidelines, the universi es were expected to reopen
for second and third year students on August 1 and for the fresh batch from
September 1. Now, the dates are likely to be deferred to October.

Universities and schools across the country have been closed since March 16
when the central government announced a countrywide classroom
shutdown.

Link:https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/ugc-panel-for-cancellation-of-final-year-
exams/articleshow/76605336.cms

IonEXAM - A Versa le Secured So ware based
pla orm for conduc on of Remote Online Examina on
with monitoring and addresses the problems of Social
distancing, health and safety during and post pandemic.
It helps to achieve min 70% savings in me and effort
from current processes.

HRD minister virtually launches YUKTI 2.0 for
Higher Education Institutes 

Union Minister of Human Resource Development, Ramesh Pokhriyal
'Nishank', on Tuesday launched an ini a ve 'YUKTI 2.0' to help
systema cally assimilate technologies having commercial poten al and
informa on related to incubated startups in our higher educa on
institutions.

Minister of State for HRD, Sanjay Shamrao Dhotre, Addi onal Secretary
(Higher Educa on), Rakesh Ranjan, Chairman, AICTE Prof. Anil
Sahasrabudhe, Member Secretary, AICTE, Dr. Rajiv Kumar and Chief
Innova on Officer, MHRD's Innova on Cell Dr. Abhay Jere were also present

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/president-stresses-on-value-based-education-6292729/
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during the occasion through online medium.
Earlier, the Minister had launched the YUKTI (Young India comba ng with
Knowledge, Technology and Innova on) web portal on 11 April, 2020.
Ministry of HRD prepared the portal in view of coronavirus.
The portal intends to cover the different dimensions of COVID-19 challenges
in a very holis c and comprehensive way. Through this portal, the Ministry
of Human Resource Development will endeavor to ensure that students,
teachers and researchers in higher educa onal ins tu ons are ge ng
appropriate support to meet the requirements needed to advance their
technologies and innovations.

While addressing the par cipants Pokhriyal said that YUKTI 2.0 is logical
extension of earlier version of 'YUKTI', an ini a ve of MHRD, to iden fy
ideas relevant in COVID pandemic. He also informed that all the outcomes of
earlier version of 'YUKTI' will be released soon.

The minister appreciated the ini a ve and said that our Prime Minister has
given us the mission of making Bharat 'Atmanirbhar' and, YUKTI 2.0 initiative
is a very important step in that direction.

"Our youngsters are very capable of thinking innova vely and we should
make every possible effort to help them convert their ideas into
enterprises," said Pokhriyal.

More importantly, ini a ve like YUKTI 2.0 will also help in fostering the
culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in our academic institutions".

The Minister expressed his happiness while launching the YUKTI portal. He
also invited students, faculty members, startups and other stakeholders of
higher educa on ins tu ons to register on the YUKTI portal and share their
technologies and innovations.

"This database will provide a clear picture of the state of the innova on
ecosystem of our higher educa onal ins tu ons. This will also help the
government to iden fy bo lenecks and formulate appropriate policies to
strengthen the innova on ecosystem in the country. Ministry will provide
the best possible help to support crea ve innova ons and technologies to
help the society at large," he added.

The Minister hoped that this portal will prove to be a milestone towards
promo ng innova ons and entrepreneurship culture in our higher
education system and involving youth in nation building.

Link:https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/hrd-minister-virtually-launches-yukti-2-0-for-
higher-education-institutes/articleshow/76543487.cms

Significance of 360-degree learning and virtual
reality in new-age media

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/hrd-minister-virtually-launches-yukti-2-0-for-higher-education-institutes/articleshow/76543487.cms


The way today’s genera on consumes informa on has changed manifolds.
These drama c shi s in the development of media to a new age era of
communica on has paved way for a progressive form of learning, popularly
touted as: comprehensive 360-degree curriculum.

Media simply means a channel of communica on. So how does one decode
this simple yet effec ve term and its burgeoning impact in today’s high-tech
world?

The evolu on of media to a new age of communica on has given birth to an
array of developed mediums that are being harnessed by the millennials to
consume information. Other than the conventional film, television, print and
radio, the advent of new technologies with internet has opened the
Pandora’s Box of an array of new opportuni es for millennials, provided
they have an access to the educa on that is in par with the industry
standards.
So, how does one incorporate these changing developments and bring an
advanced curriculum to the classrooms? How do we, as teachers and
mentors, guide them through the maze of mul ple careers and
specialisa ons through a cohesive, 360 degree model of learning? And
above all, how do we as their guiding forces make sure that they are on the
right track?

There are several factors that encompass the ra onale of a 360 degree
learning module. Some of them are as follows:

Degitaql Learning: Today there are many digital pla orms, which offer high
quality courses, curated by renowned universi es and industry partners.
With technological advancements like these; students have an opportunity
to think out of the box and choose courses of their choice. It exposes them
to a new world altogether while providing a global industry perspective.

Online learning or mentoring: Courses like Fashion Communica on,
Adver sing and Content Crea on need a definite global perspec ve. Most
of the students in these streams will be working or collabora ng with global
companies and interna onal pla orms. Online learning helps us to create
guest lectures, master classes, webinars and other exci ng events in the
classroom in real me by using the web. Some mes industry leaders who
cannot come into a school for various reasons; usually conduct their
workshops online, much to the students’ benefit. Industry in the classroom
is essential, be it live or online.

Career Counselling: This becomes essen al in any school that specialises in
crea ve learning and crea ve educa on. Students have a vast ocean of
choices in front of them, and each career has sub careers along with several
specialisations.

The new reality is going to be crea ve careers, crea ve industries and
crea ve businesses. From fashion to films, gaming, design, media,
entertainment, adver sing and communica ons, the mundane and the
rou ne will be automated under the influence of new technologies. The



creative parts of the industry will be where the big careers lie.

To fit into this world of virtual reality, students have to be mentored and it is
not enough to merely teach. Teachers today have to guide, advise, mentor,
counsel, give shape to and show the way forward. Counseling is one of the
most important parts of crea ve educa on today and most schools and
institutions of higher learning have special guidance cells for the same.

Interna onal exposure: For fashion students, there are Interna onal
Fashion Events across the globe. For students of cinema, there are
Interna onal Film Fes vals through the year. Di o for all other streams, and
it is up to us as teachers and mentors to make sure that our students are
exposed to these events regularly; and are even allowed to par cipate,
wherever there are openings for them as interns.

Some film fes vals allow short films and as teachers we must keep a hawk’s
eye on all such opportuni es and get them to our students while
encouraging them to participate also.

Classroom in industry: Live workshops at photography labs, at television
studios, in newsrooms, tours of retail stores (cri cal in Luxury Brand
Management), spending me at live shoots, live events and watching
industry in action is an essential part of the 360-degree spectrum.

Link:https://www.deccanherald.com/supplements/dh-education/significance-of-360-degree-learning-and-
virtual-reality-in-new-age-media-842362.html

IonEDUCATION Products:

IonIdea (www.ionidea.com) has 95+ esteemed clients including universi es,
autonomous colleges, affiliated colleges in India and Malaysia for IonEduca on
Solu ons! Thanks to all our mentors, domain partners, interna onal advisers for
helping our solu ons to mature and meet the needs of higher educa on
ins tu ons. It has been a great journey for IonIdea since 2007 when autonomy
began in Karnataka. Since then, we have added several innovative solutions to
our por olio in the areas such as Examina on management ERP (with result
processing addressing all the excep ons), Scanning & digi zing en re valua on
process, Automa on of end-to-end Outcome Based Educa on System (OBE SAR) to
help accredita on process etc. In OBE & accredita on, our solu on supports the
process and SAR of all types of programs such as Engineering UG / PG (Tier 1
& II), Polytechnic, Pharmacy, MBA, MCA, Architecture etc.
For more details, please write an email to edu@ionidea.com

IonCUDOS© (Outcome Based Education Software)

Integrates Curriculum Design, Delivery Planning, Assessment Planning and
A ainment of Course Outcomes (COs), Program Outcomes (POs) through direct and
indirect measures. Helps in ins tu onalizing outcome-based educa on by reducing
the faculty workload, effort and time significantly.

IonEMS (Exam Management System)

Automates en re Student Lifecycle ac vi es from Admission to gradua on producing

https://www.deccanherald.com/supplements/dh-education/significance-of-360-degree-learning-and-virtual-reality-in-new-age-media-842362.html
mailto:edu@ionidea.com


versa le reports required for Universi es, Autonomous Colleges, Higher Educa onal
Institutions and other Governing Bodies.

IonDVS© (Digital Valuation System)

Fair, Transparent, Innova ve, Robust Evalua on pla orm which automates the en re
Evalua on of Answer scripts reducing the Cost, me involved in result processing and
Provides versa le reports, real- me analysis of evaluator, Evalua on, and posts
evalua on data for Post Examina on Data Processing like Result processing, Grading
and OBE in a secured Manner.

We take this pride opportunity to thank all our esteemed customers for their trust
in us!

For more details on IonEDUCATION products and demo, please log in to
http://www.ion-education.com/

Please visit our site for earlier newsletters:http://www.ion-
education.com/newsletter/

IonIdea
38-40, EPIP Zone, Whitefield, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560066

Office Phone: +91 (80)-665-81500 (extn. 1052, 1064)
Email : edu@ionidea.com | Website : http://www.ion-education.com/
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