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UGC Asks Higher Education Institutes
To Make Accreditation Status Public

Going a step ahead to reform higher education

in the country, University Grants Commission

(UGC) has asked Universities and affiliated bodies to make their

accreditation status online. Irrespective of whether they have an

accreditation grade or not, the Commission has asked the educational

bodies to make it public on their websites and 'in every material pertaining

to the concerned institution for public information.' This also includes

those institutes who are eligible but have not applied for the accreditation.

'One of the important dimensions of the reforms is to have stakeholders

access to relevant information related to Higher Educational Institutes

(HEIs) to assist them in taking informed decisions,' said PK Thakur,

Secretary, UGC in the letter addressed to Universities.

Under the Human Resource Development Ministry's ambitious 20 world-

class institutions project, UGC had received more than 100 applications

including seven IITs. "Overwhelming response to the idea of institutions of

eminence. This is how world-class universities were built in various

countries. The same thing will happen in India," Union HRD Minister

Prakash Javadekar had said, then. The UGC had in September started

inviting applications from all institutions that are keen to enter the top 100

of global rankings with the government's assistance. The Centre wants to

establish a total of 20 'Institutes of Eminence' -- a distinct category of
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deemed-to-be-universities, supporting them to become "World Class"

institutions.

 

Liberating India’s best colleges: HRD
minister Javadekar announces most
far reaching reforms

On the heels of a pragmatic Budget, the human

resource development (HRD) minister Prakash

Javadekar has now announced the most far-reaching reforms in higher

education. One of us (Panagariya) had lamented for long that the reforms in

this important area had been cursed, with HRD minister after HRD minister

failing to bring about fundamental change. Magically, Javadekar has broken

that curse. 

By way of background, during past several years, multiple commissions and

committees have recommended reforms but failed to bring about any

substantive change in the core regulations under the University Grants

Commission (UGC) Act. Undeterred, in June 2017, the Prime Minister’s

Office (PMO) appointed a committee at the Niti Aayog to recommend how

progress could be made in this important area. One of us chaired that

committee while the other joined it as an invited expert member. 

It is nothing short of a miracle that Niti committee was successful in

forging a consensus around the reforms among its members, which

included the top officials of Niti Aayog, HRD ministry, UGC and All India

Council of Technical Education (AICTE). The committee submitted its

report to the PMO at the end of August 2017. 

The announcement by the HRD minister has translated the

recommendations by Niti committee into action in the areas of autonomy

to universities and colleges. The far-reaching changes are contained in two

separate Gazette notifications: Graded Autonomy Regulations (GARs) 2018;

and Autonomous Colleges Regulations (ACRs) 2018. Recommendations by

Niti committee in a third area, accreditation, have received approval by

UGC but await a nod from the HRD ministry. 



GARs break away from decades long tradition of one-size-fits-all

regulations for our universities. Based on National Assessment and

Accreditation Council (NAAC) scores, they divide universities into three

categories: those receiving more than 3.5 in NAAC scores (Category I);

those receiving NAAC scores above 3.25 but not exceeding 3.5 (Category II);

and those receiving NAAC score of 3.25 or less (Category III). Category I

universities also include universities listed among the top 500 in

international rankings such as the Times Higher Education and QS.

Universities in Categories I and II are granted considerable autonomy while

those in Category III remain subject to existing rules. 

Under GARs, universities in Categories I and II are entirely free to start new

courses, programmes, departments, schools and centres and open

constituent colleges within their geographical jurisdiction in self-financing

mode. They are also exempt from UGC inspections, can offer courses in

open and distance mode, build in an incentive structure to attract talented

faculty from their own resources and engage in international collaborations

including hiring foreign faculty.Decision making authority has been shifted

from UGC to statutory bodies of the university such as the finance

committee, academic council and governing board. 

ACRs, the rules governing autonomy to colleges, extend autonomy to a

larger set of colleges so that they may evolve into high-performing

institutions, even independent universities. Historically, process roadblocks

at the level of the affiliating university, concerned state government and

UGC have discouraged colleges from seeking autonomy. Therefore, ideally,

autonomy should be automatically conferred once a college is deemed

eligible for it. But the existing technical difficulties forbid this path.

Consequently, as a compromise solution, the new regulations make a

conscious effort to minimise the roadblocks that the affiliating university,

the state government and UGC can place in the path to autonomy once an

eligible college applies for it. 

Times Higher Education Asia 2018 rankings revealed:
India's 6 institutes and 1 university in top 100 list

Times Higher Education (THE) has revealed its rankings for Asian



universities 2018. While India's number improved significantly from last

year, several prestigious institutions recorded a decline. Leaving all the

universities behind, the National University of Singapore maintained its

winning streak third time in the row (since 2016) and came out as a clear

winner.

According to THE rankings, on Indian front, two renowned institutes,

namely the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore and Indian Institute

of Technology (IIT) Bombay dropped to 29th and 44th places, respectively

this year. Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras experiences the

biggest drop and from 41 to 103 in 2018 rankings. However, IISc was India's

top ranking institute in the prestigious THE list.

India's overall performance

The institutes that made it to the list include Indian Institute of Science

(IISc), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay, Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT) Kharagpur, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee,

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur and Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT) Delhi. Tezpur University was ranked 100th in the

prestigious THE list but the rank was shared with University of Haifa

(Israel) and Sejong University (South Korea).

Performance of other Asian countries

Talking about other Asian countries, Japan had China did well with 82 and

63 universities, respectively making it to the list. 10 of the Pakistan's

universities also found their place in the famous THE list this year.

These university rankings are done on several levels such as teaching,

research, knowledge transfer and international outlook.

IonIdea Solutions :

IonIdea (www.ionidea.com) has achieved a landmark of 50! We have

61 esteemed clients   including universities, autonomous colleges,

affiliated colleges in India and Malaysia for IonEducation Solutions!

Thanks to all our mentors, domain partners, international advisors

for helping our solutions to mature and meet the needs of higher

education institutions. It has been a great journey for IonIdea since

http://www.ionidea.com/


2007, when autonomy began in Karnataka. Since then, we have added

several innovative solutions to our portfolio in the areas such as

Examination management ERP (with result processing addressing all

the exceptions), Scanning & digitising entire valuation process,

Automation of end-to-end Outcome Based Education System (OBE

SAR) to help accreditation process etc. In OBE & accreditation, our

solution supports the process and SAR of all types of programs such as

Engineering UG / PG (Tier 1 & II), Polytechnic, Pharmacy, MBA, MCA,

Architecture etc.

For more details, please write an email to edu@ionidea.com

IonEDUCATION Products : 

IonCUDOS (Outcome Based Education Software) 

Integrates Curriculum Design, Delivery Planning, Assessment Planning and

Attainment of Course Outcomes (COs), Program Outcomes (POs) through

direct and indirect measures. Helps in institutionalising outcome based

education by reducing the faculty workload, effort and time significantly.

IonEMS® (Exam Management System)

Automates entire examination section activities and produces all outputs

that are required by the institute – covers the scope from Registration to

Graduation.

IonDVS® (Digital Valuation System)

Automates entire evaluation workflow and posts evaluation data to OBE

and Examinations ERP in a secured manner. Saves cost, increases accuracy,

and improves the cycle time of result declaration significantly.

We take this pride opportunity to thank all our esteemed customers

for their trust in us! 

For more details on IonEDUCATION products and demo, please logon

to http://www.ion-education.com/
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IonIdea
38-40, EPIP Zone, Whitefield, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560066

Office Phone: +91 (80)-665-81500 (extn. 1052, 1064)

Email : edu@ionidea.com | Website : http://www.ion-education.com/
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